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* SUBSTANCE of the TRI 


of the Murder of ANN SPARKE, his Mother 
on the Night of the 23d. of November 


n the ſet- 


both the deceaſed and the priſoner who lived with 
her Had been frequently in an extreme ſtate of in- 
toxication, and that on that day the deceaſed was 
ſo in an uncommon degree, that about nine 
o'clock in the evening of the 23d the priſoner made 


the deponent ſtrip off her bedgown and handker- 
——oAewvet-and mernet ner out of the houſe, (which | 


he had ſometimes done before) ſhe ſtaid near the | 


door for about an bour, when finding it bolted, 


mme went and n to ſleep with Margt. Fogo 
ſſervagt to Mrs Cuthbart, which the did. About 


ſeven o'clock next morning, Fogo, going out to 


get a candle lighted, ſhe ſaw the prifoner ſtanding |. 


reading at the door of his own hovufe,” and on her 
aſking how his mother was, he replied, he had not 
-* een her that morning; ſhe then aſked for the | 
maid, when he replyed, that-the Devil had come 
laſt night and taken away both his mother and the 
maid. Fogo then returned into the houle and told | 
this deponent, her maſt&r, meaning the priſoner, 
was, talking fore of the devil,” the deponent 
then went into the houſe and found the priſoner 
ſtanding in the kitchen, who defired h& to go u 
Rairs, and ſhe would find the devil laving dead. 
dreſſed in his mother's cloths ; and on going into 
the room where the deceaſed uſually ſlept. ſhe ſaw 
bier laying dead on the bed, with allthe bed-cloths 
"I 8 her, her cap off, one of her eyes black, a 
A 


on one fide ; ſhe then went down ſtairs, and aſked 
the priſoner if ſhe might go and bring in Mrs 
Cut! I mid, to Which he replic du the affir- 
mative. On their coming into the kitchen be | 
told Fogo to go up ſtairs and ſhe would ſee the 
devil; they went into the room and found the 
body as already deſcribed; on their going down 
again the pritoner aſked the deponant where his | 
mother was, and ſhe anſwered ** ſhe was gone to 
| Drag, er / 
Mycaſtle, not wiſhing. to diſtreſs him; the de- 
ponent and Fogo then brought two more women 
to ſee the body; and ſoon after dreſſed it in the 
uſual manner. Some time in that day the priſon- 
er walked to Newcaſtlè with Mr Chambers; but 
returned alone the next day. On that day the co- 
- roner's inqueſt. ſat on the body, aud from their 
ö PR the pas Was taken into cuflody.* v | 
* er croſs examination ſhe ſaid, that the pri % 
the deceaſed had always behaved to each Brad in e 
tender manner; that the priſoner frequently made uſe of 
firange out-of-the-way language, and that at times ſhe had 
at him ſqmewhot/inſane. He kept her money, ma- 
paged all her pecuniary concerns, and ſhe never heard the 
deceaſed comphin of his extravagance; * 
a 2258 Fogo being ſworn, corrobordtel the evidence 
"al 5 of nec. with theſe additional circumſtances 
» when ſhe awthe priſoner ſtanding at the door in the morn- 
k IE, mne obſerved ſome blood by his chin and ſome on one 
of his hands, on going up ſtairs ſhe ſaw the body laying in 
the ſtare related by Robertſon, her right eye black, a black. 
| . 8 noſe, 2 r- all 
Large black place on the right fide of the neck. 
ſmall wounds in r her ſhift 3 why = N 
finger marks on th pillow-caſs ; on going down ſtairs the 
priſoner aſked her where his mother wis, and ſhe re lied, 
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„ That God had been pleaſod to take her“ He ſaid no. 
thing, bot continued reading in a book. The two —.— | 
+ afterwards called in corroborated thi hart of the evidence; | 


and one of them added. that from the behaviour of the 


not in tis righ 3d.” 
Mr tf MEwB8URN. ſurgeon, ide wcaſtle, being ſ⸗ ; 
| aid, he was called to vſſiit thegp* otter in viewing the wow wy; : 


- he examined the body very minutely; the right eye was 


back, and a black mark by the fide of the nofe, extended 
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JOHN SPARKE, on the ſuſpicion” 


4 
* 


ſide, extremely black. and the tongue much ſwelled ; he - 


„ FANE ROBERTSON, woh lived i : 
vice of the deceaſed at Benwell, depoſed, that 3 
for ſome days previous to the 23d of November, 


ark round her neck, and her head laving 1 


round the neck, and a ; 


than an 


rer when ſhe e down ſtairs, being danci 3; 

EN * 1 „ Being dancing, ſingin | 
RNC aernccy Wigs and ſweacing, the thought” he wan 
TURE tn: | 


After ſubmitting the cqaſe to the Jury, they withdrew z.-4 
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by. Frans ing, 
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P 
neck, eſpecially on the right 


alt. 2, 
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to the end * the-jaw; tlie 


found a pin run under che ſkin in her neck, but neither 
that nor any otherwound that he could diſcpver, were of 
the leaſt conſequence. Being aſked what the" appearance 
of the body along induced him to conſider as the cauſe of 
her death, he replied, it. was his opinion that ſhe mu 
have died from being violently ſtrangled. - On being aſked 
whether the blackneſs of the eye and other pa'ts of the face 
nffght not have been occaſioned by a fall on an vueven ſur- 
tace, he replied, he could not tell, but it might be puſſible;: 
on being aſked whether in a ſtate of intoxication ſhe might 
not have been ſuffocated. by a piece of red flannel, (which 
Robertſon proved ſhe always wore round her neck in the 
night, faſtened by a ſtrong 2 pin) and the ſame ap- 
pearance in the neck have taken place, he replied, that he * 
thought the blackneſs produced by thoſe means could not 
have been ſo conſiderable. — On being aſked if the brnife on 
the right ſide of the neck could not have been occaſioned by 
a fall. he ſaid he could not conceive that it could; and ro 
the queſtion aſked by the judge. what the whole of the 
appearances ſeemed to indicate, he gave, it as his opinion, 
That they could not poſſibly have been produced by any 
but violent means. * 7 1 

The CousrA HRZ R who was charged with the priſoner 
on, Saturday evening 7 the bloody (ft, in court, 
which was identified by Robertſon to be the ſhift the de- 
ceaſed wore the day previous to her death. He alſo depo- 


ſed that daring the night he ſtaid with the priſo er they 
tion, ** Oh this curſed drink, what it-has made me do to my 
The Rev Mr BROwN 
him, exclaimed, 
can you lay him?“ And from his behaviour at that time 
be perlectly fo. | 
bh 0 hen aſked if he had any thing re 
ſufficiently diſtinct to | 
1-85, he found the priſoner ſtanding at a door in the Pud- 
there, and ſaid he wanted one that was within: On being 
honſe, and appeared to all there in aperfe ſtate of inſanity; 
he had leapt out of a window, and walked to Newcaltle 
illneſt occaſioned by this circumſtance, depoſed, that when 
him a long tige, and had never thought him in his right 
Mr Keenlyſide, ſurgeon, depoſed, that he attended the 
that he afterwards attended him for the bruifes on his feet, 


read in the Bible and ſung pſalms, and about five o'clock oa 
Sunday morning he ſtamped and burſt forth in an exclama- 
« mother!” In this he was corroborated by his aſfiſtant, 
who was alſo preſent. 55; 
depoſed, that on Sunday he was 
deſired to viſit the priſoner, who, on ſeeing 
e have raiſed the Devil, and have been fighting with him! 
he appeared perfectly inſane. On being aſked whether he 
was free from liquor, Mr. B. ſaid, he appeared to him tg 
he Priſoner was t | 
in his defence. To which he made 
heard. 3 
One of the watchmen of this town was then brought to 
prove, that early in the morning of ſome day in March, 
ding-chair, with no cloaths on but his ſhirt, © coat ſlit down 
the back, and a night-cap; he was aſked what he wanted 
told it was an empty houſe, he ſaid he wanted to go to the 
Firth-Panks; he was, however, conveyed to the watch- 
he was conveyed from thence in a chaiſe, and one Dodd his 
hair dreſſer, accompanied him home. It appeared, that 
through the ſnow without his ſhoes, | 
Sarah Cooper, the nurſe who attended him during the 
ſhe went to him, and for ſome time afterwards, he appear- 
ed to be totally void of reaſon and feeling; ſhe had known - 
reaſon ſince he had received, ſome bruiſes on his head in a 
quarrel, 
riſoner at the time of his leaping out of the window for a 
* — complaint; that he had no previous feeyer; and 
he eared ſtnpid and ſulky, but could not tell whether 
it aroſe from inſani 5 


his reason, he 


was no more anſwerable in the eye of the lq for luis actions 


* 


mount to a fixed deprivation of reaſon, it was. then ſo far, 
habitual as to render the perſon unanſwefable for his ac. 
tions; but where a temporary inſanity or defirium. is.deca- 
Goned by exceſſive ing, and leaves the ſubject in tie 
free uſe ofthis faculties when the cauſe ig diſcontinned, it 
rather aggravates than mitigates his-crime8: for if it were 
| otherwiſe, every villain would make a temporary delirium 
an excuſe and a cloak for the commiſſion of his crimes. |. -. -- 
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and in about au hour and an half returned, finding a general '. - Y 
1 vetdict— Not Guilty. . . JIE . MR. ; *. — 
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